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Rob Cassar in his own words........

What a weekend it was after the long drive from Mel-
bourne to Sydney, and it was quite a drive by myself. |
got to the track on Wednesday and had dinner with
some friends— it was a late night! Thursday was here
and | had to get organized for the raffle we where run-
ning for the NBCF and | have to thank all the teams who
put there hand up to support this great cause. Once that
was done | was running around like | normally do and
then went to the Airport to pick up the team.

Friday was all going well til we looked at the bike that we
had not run since we got back from the USA, with no
track in Melbourne to test at. We had done some
changes to the clutch since the last meeting and the new
bolt upgrade to the slider clutch did not work. | didn’t give
the bolts enough clearance and found that stainless
steel and alloy do not mix! So working hard and me in a
panic, we made it to the first qualifier which was a bit of
a downer with the bike launching and then stopping. We
had too much fuel which caused the motor to bog. Next
qualifier we had to get in the field so we took some fuel
out and we were ready. Up with all the Nitro bikes which
was cool and | had Dennis Grant. The launch was better
this time but as we got out, the bike had a big backfire
which was not good!

We went back to the pits and had a look. It did not look
too bad until we took the head off and number 3 cham-
ber was torched. We didn’t know if we could fix it, but
one Terry Sainty’s crew said he could fix it and have it
back in the morning. So we decided to fix it. Back at the

track at 6am we started to put the bike back together,
thanks to Paul who had given me a poke to get it fixed
and also collected the head for me. Bit of a thrash to
make first round but we made it and we were up
against Jay Upton. | had raced him in Top Bike a few
years back and they described it as “David vs Goliath”
then. This time it was to be David’s turn. With the bike
making some good power | thought we might just have
a chance though it was a long shot.

Jay’s bike fired up and | could not even here mine run-
ning. | went to the water box and the bike was not too
happy but | was going for it anyway. It sounded strong
in the burn out but didn’t idle too crash hot. Jay had
run 6.2 in qualifying and we ran 18.6 so by rights Jay
had it all the way to the bank! Wrong- the smallest
bike in the field was just about to give the biggest bike
a spanking- yes that’s right!

We went into pre-stage and just sat there. | was going
ask Jay if he would like a cup of tea! The starter waved
us in and Jay went in and | was sitting there saying
should | do the old mod bike trick and hold him out just
that little bit longer? | did, and so now | had control of
the race. | came on to the two step and went into full
stage. The bike launched and had a NOS sneeze and
then took off again. | don’t know what had happened
to Jay but I just flew past him and again from the old
mod bike days looked over my left shoulder, saw he
was not there so | backed of. Yes, a round win that
was long coming.

Next round was an old mate, Chris Porter. We used to
travel a lot when we raced in mod bike, and Chris was
always there. Last time we raced was 2000 at the
Spring Nationals. We faced each other in the first
round and | got the win back then. This time | was try-
ing to make it two.

Chris and | lined up bike burnouts. | had hole shot him
and was in front to 330 foot but the roar of the Harley
went flying past and | could not even hear my bike
change gears! My day was over— well done Chris. We
had fun and that is what it is all about.

DON'T MISS ROB ON ONE HD ON
FRIDAY 28TH MAY— TOP BIKE!
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For the third year, our team was not only commit-
ted to the race, we were also focused upon fund-
raising for the National Breast Cancer Foundation
at the Nitro Champs. With terrific support from
Sydney Dragway, Jeg Coughlin Jnr, Wylie X,
Rocket Industries, Die Cast Mania, Dragster Aus-
tralia, the Eastern Creek Tavern, Lamattina Top
Fuel Racing, Bray Racing, Parker Racing, Zappia
Racing, Fabietti Racing, Mopar Australia and Voo-
doo Ride Australia we raised $3424.00.

The Ultimate Rev Head raffle first prize was val-
ued at $1700.00 and the Eastern Creek Tavern
enabled us to draw 6 second prizes. Sydney
Dragway donated two family passes which were
auctioned on Ebay and support was given by the
public with the Walk of the track. Congratulations
to the first prize winner of the raffle, Robert Taylor
from Queensland.

A huge thank you to all who provided merchandise
and to the National Breast Cancer Foundation vol-
unteers who assisted. A special thanks to Kate
Spillane who organized the volunteers throughout
the weekend— we couldn’t have done it without
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Ballistic Drag Racing again spent the Easter weekend
in Sydney at the Barry Sheene Festival of Speed, an
annual event at Eastern Creek for historic and modern
motorcycle racing. It was an opportunity to see many
of our customers and support them in their racing—in
particular Keith Higgs from HH Racing.

We sponsored a Side car class and had a most enjoy-
able weekend. We would suggest to those of you who
haven’t been to a historic bike meet you should- it is
certainly a good day out.

A huge thanks to our fabulous hosts Tony and Lynn
Pudarich for putting us up for the weekend.
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Rob and Bruce just dicken around

It seems like a lifetime ago, but we haven't yet reported our
trip to the USA in October last year— so here is a snapshot.
We landed in Chicago and like everything we do, “went for
it". We had 6 weeks and no time to spare. We landed on
Saturday 3rd October and were at Bruce’s by Monday after-
noon travelling through Indiana to Columbus Ohio. By early
Tuesday, Rob was in his element helping Bruce in the
workshop- there were a couple of bikes on the lifts
and motors to do before the weekend so that we
could go racing. Wednesday we went to National
Trail Raceway to run a night Bracket meeting. There
were a few bikes and a lot of cars. Trusty Crew Chief
Katie said to go easy for the first run, but of course
Rob went flat out- 9.15 at 145mph straight off the
trailer. Not bad given that Rob had not ridden the
bike in two years. Bruce tuned the box up and out we
went again with a better reaction .004 and ran a 9.06
at 148mph— Rob loves this bike. Next pass was also
good with a 9.02.

In the first round eliminations only three bikes fronted
as the rest had broken. Rob was number two qualifier
and all racers had to choose a token out of the bag to
work out who would get the bye. It was Rob’s lucky
day— he got the bye and was through to his first final
in the USA. He was up against one of the locals, Bill,
so he had to try his best. We dialed in with a 9.00
and Rob was looking to run him down with his dial in
9.45. He took off and Rob tried too hard and red lit—
bugger. Oh well like always we had a ball.

Rob and Bill
with trophies
at National
Trail.

Our second race was Prostar the following weekend at

Norwalk, Ohio. Unfortunately there were problems with
the bike including a broken crank so Rob didn’t get past
the qualifying rounds. Rob was then allocated to be the
Pit Bitch!

Bruce went 4 rounds which was a great effort particularly
given the weather. It was soooo cold it nearly snowed.
We spent a week with Bruce and Debbie Sauer and had
a blast— Bruce is still talking to Rob even though he hurt
the crank. A big thank you for their hospitality and for
lending Rob the bike.

Rob and Bruce at Norwalk just before the crank brok e

"#

We are looking forward to the Winternationals at Willow-
bank in June.

Once again Ballistic Drag Racing Team would like to
thank their sponsors for all of their support over the past
season.



