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Ballistic Drag Racing Team headed to Sydney 
for nitro champs. 
 
COMPETITION BIKE– ROB CASSAR 
After the Nationals were rained out in Febru-
ary we had been scratching our heads want-
ing to go for a run.  We headed to Heathcote 
to do some shake down runs before the Ni-
tros. With a couple of 8.10 runs I was happy 
to head to the Nitros and throw a leg over the 
old girl and see what we would do on a good 
track.  
 
Our 1st qualifier was at 9.30 am and while we 
where sitting in the staging lanes waiting for a 
run, the heater blanket decided to give up the 
ghost and we had no pressure for the nitrous 
and no way of getting heat in the bottle.  We 
decided to run it anyway and ran an 8.80 at 
149 mph.  I thought here we go, we are in for 
another one of those weekends!  
 
Our 2nd qualifier was to be after 12 noon and 
half the crew had to make a dash to have a 
puncture fixed in the truck.  They got back just 
in the nick of time for our run.  Tony and I put 

a new set of plugs with some help from Joe 
and Michael Borg.  We had to go back to using 
good old Tiffany (the kettle) and undergo the 
ribbing of “white with 2 please” all the way to 
the start line.   
 
2nd Qualifier was up against Kevin Gummow.  
The noise that Kev’s bike makes, I couldn’t 
hear my bike running.  As we took off I knew 
that it was a fast run, but just didn’t know how 
fast.  I ran my personal best of 7.93 seconds at 
162.9 mph.  I didn’t know this until Katie came 
to pick me up.  Previous best was 8.08.   
 
I wasn’t happy with this and decided to make it 
go faster still.  I changed the jets for the 3rd 
qualifier and the cold night air caught me off 
guard with the bike bogging and the safety de-
vice for the NOS switching the NOS off.  The 
qualifier was wasted with a 14 second ET.   
 
The 4th and last qualifier was a non event as 
the bike stalled on the line.  Lucky for me how-
ever as I discovered that the output shaft nut 
that holds the sprocket on had fallen off on the 
start line– oops!   
 
I was outnumbered– the crew made me 
change the jets back to the original set up for 
the 1st round– or else they weren’t going to 
help me at the line.  We had the top qualifier, 
Geoff Kempe who was running on the same 
class index.  The race was heads up and I got 
the holeshot, but that was the only thing.  Geoff 
pipped me at the line.  The good news was that 
I backed up my 7 second pass with a 7.95 sec-
ond ET.  I wasn’t going down without a fight!     
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First 7sec, 7years 
7 motor breakages 
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Barry Sheene Festival of Speed 
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Ballistic Drag Racing Team would like to thank their 
sponsors; Power by Sauer, Voodoo Ride, Matador eye-
wear, Cryogen Industries, Paris Paige, Youngblood Inc, 
Ridgecrest Engineering, Pearce Engineering, Denso Spark 
Plugs, United Oil, Performance Springs, Flowcraft, and Pro-
trans Performance Automatics for their continued support. 
And a special thanks to Dibsy and Zoran from DZK Engi-
neering and Andrew Hallam and his magical wand!     

Ballistic Drag Racing spent the Easter weekend in 
Sydney at the Barry Sheene Festival of Speed, an 
annual event at Eastern Creek for historic and mod-
ern motorcycle racing.  It was an opportunity to 
broaden our clientele and meet new people.  We 
sponsored a couple of side car classes and had a 
most enjoyable weekend.  Would suggest to those of 
you who haven’t been to a historic bike meet you 
should- it is certainly a good day out.   

DON’T FORGET TO CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE  
www.ballisticdragracing.com —  

FOR YOUR MOTORCYCLE PERFORMANCE  
PARTS NEEDS 

WHAT’S COMING UP? 
 
Rob Cassar is heading to the Winternationals and planning 
to do some testing next weekend at the Winter warm ups.  
We are looking forward to the new season, and another ex-
citing opportunity that is just on the horizon.  

The team at the Nitro Champs– L to R 
Keith Higgs, Kate Spillane, Katie, Tony 
Pudarich, George Bastas and Rob 

SUPER STOCK– ROB DEKERT 

Rob Dekert traveled to Sydney with a fear that the 
two new BG/A cars were going to smash the index.  
But with that behind him he went out for the first quali-
fier and ran a 7.87.  Qualifying continued with consis-
tent 7.80 passes which qualified him 9th. 1st round 
had Rob up against the top qualifier Alex Panagiotidis 
and he knew he had to drive it out the back door be-
cause Alex could go a second under his index.  Un-
fortunately for Alex he backed off too soon and Rob 
took the win.  Second round was not as fortunate for 
Rob, running an A Gas car from Perth he lost by the a 
very narrow margin.     

Ballistic Drag Racing Team is delighted to 
welcome new sponsors  

Ballistic Drag Racing Team is pleased to welcome 
two new sponsors for the 2009/2010 season.  Voo-
doo Ride Car Care and Matador eyewear both joined 
the team earlier this year.  Products from both are 
available through Ballistic Drag Racing.   


